[image: image1.png]Vol 1 Mo. 2
Strengthening the Link with America
in the Era of Global War on Terrorism

The Citizen Patriot

Maintaining the Will of the American People

The Reserve components provide a vital link between
our Armed Forces and the American people. Since the
Revolutionary War, General George Washington's Citi
zen Patriot milta, Citizen Patriots have traditionally
been the mainstay of our national security. They pro-
vide a reservair of unique civiian skils and capabilties
not normally resident within DoD. The Resewe cormpo-
nents are highly flexible and cost effective. They are
uniquely positioned to assurme key roles in the new stra-
tegic environment with minirmal fiscal impact. Secretary
Rurrsfeld's reform and transformation initiatives offer a
unique opportunity to define a new Total Force Policy
that ensures a strong bond with our country’s Citizen
Patriots.

Developing a Strategy for the Next 25 Years

The Citizen Patriot Forum is an inforrmation gathering
tool used by the Reserve Forces Policy Boardto gain
insight from American stakeholders on Guard and Re-
sewe issues that impact them. Forurs are conducted
in conjunction with Board visits to major command loca-
tions and field units and usually involve about 20 to 40
community, public and private sector leaders fromlocal
communities

A Citizen Patriot Forum focuses on communication and
information gathering. Forum attendees include Board
members and staff, local active and reserve componert
rriltary leaders, and a repre sentative cross section of
local cormmunity, civ ic, religious, and education leaders;
senior public service personnel and first responders;
and other influence leaders from the private sector
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Common Issues Raised in CPFs

4 Americans are very willng to volunteer to sup-
port the Global War on Terrorism, but many are
not aware of the apportunities open to them. A
vastwealth of relatively free manpower, skill
and experience i going untapped.

4 Localfirst responders are rarely included in
planning processes or discussions with federal
officiak. They support the GWOT but are cut
aut of strate gy development for thelr levels.

4 Localagencies rarely receive timely intelii-
gence, threat analysis or information. Local fed-
eral agencies often have important information
but cannot release it because itis classified.

4 Anumber of states have arganized and duly
constituted state mitias that are not being uti-
iz2d in the GWOT to the fullst extent. This ex-
perienced and readiy available resource should
not be overlooked.

4 The uncertainties associated with the duration
of this mobilization impact families, employers,
educations, incomes and the futures of every-
ane involved because we don't know how long
ar how often Guard and Reserve personnel wil
be called up. This, inturn, will impact recruiting
and retention

To ohtain more inform ation on CPFs, in-
cluding a schedule of upcoming forums,
contact us at www.defenselinkmilira/rfph

Save @ Safe Uud
Sappy Foliday Season!

Cortact COL Mari K. Eder at Mari Eder@osd.mil with comments




