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	                                Department of Defense

Child Development Center and School Age Care Program Fee Policy



· Section 1793(a) of Title 10, United States Code requires DoD to prescribe uniform fee regulations for Military Child Development Centers (CDC).  Fees are based on total family income and include minimum basic allowance for housing.  The policy applies to children who regularly attend Child Development Centers and School-Age Care Programs.  

· The Military Child Care Act of 1989, codified in Section 568 of the National Defense Authorization Act for 1996, required that the level of appropriated funds match the total amount of parent fees collected.  The fee ranges for 2003 are:

	Category
	Family Income
	Weekly Fee Per Child
	High Cost Range (optional)

	I
	    $0 - 28,000
	$42 – 57
	$47 – 60

	II
	$28,001 - 34,000
	$52 – 68
	$57 – 73 

	III
	$34,001 - 44,000
	$63 – 81
	$69 – 86

	IV
	$44,001 - 55,000 
	$76 – 92
	$82 – 98

	V
	    $55,001 – 70,000
	$90 – 107
	$93 – 112

	VI
	    $70,001 +                   
	$105- 122 
	$106 - 124 


· The first DoD fee policy was issued in 1990 and consisted of four income categories.  Today, there are six income categories with associated fee ranges.  DoD conducts an annual fee policy review.  After considerable study during the last 18 months, two major changes to the fee policy went into effect for 2003.  First, the income ranges for Categories I and II were adjusted to reflect the impact of inflation on our most vulnerable families.  Secondly, the method to calculate Total Family Income (TFI) for dual military couples who reside off the installation was changed to be equitable with those couples who live on the installation.  Thus, the BAH II for the junior member of the military couple who lives off the installation is not included in the TFI calculation.

· Commanders set their installation fees within these ranges.  Commanders have the authority to offer a 20 percent fee discount for each additional child from the same family.  Commanders may also grant hardship waivers for families in unique financial circumstances.

· In 2002 the average DoD weekly fee was $79.  This fee includes up to 11hours of care per day and United States Department of Agriculture approved meals (breakfast, lunch and two snacks).  
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