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Local businesswoman gains new
insight, appreciation on military

By Ms. Diane Garcia

As a native of a town in central
Nebraska so small that she went to
elementary school in a one-room
schoolhouse, Diane Garcia never
dreamed of experiencing a catapult
launch from an aircraft carrier,
going from zero to 120 mph in two
seconds.

But, she experienced that and
much more in early June during
DoD’s Joint Civilian Orientation
Conference (JCOC), the U.S.
Secretary of Defense’s oldest out-
reach program.

Ms. Garcia was nominated for
JCOC by Col. Allen Kirkman Jr.,
commander of the 460th Air Base
Wing at Buckley Air Force Base.
More than 300 civilians were nomi-
nated for this JCOC and only 50
were selected, so she said she felt
privileged to participate.

Ms. Garcia, president of 2G
Associates, LLC, said the group
was told to expect long hours, long
airplane flights and little to no
sleep.

Her adventure began in
Washington, D.C. where she toured
the Pentagon, including an exclu-
sive visit to the National Military
Command Center and the location
where American Airlines’ Flight 77
hit the Pentagon on Sept. 11, 2001.

Afterward, the group boarded
their C-17 cargo plane and headed
for Ramstein Air Base, Germany.

Ms. Garcia said the C-17 had an
eight-person flight crew from the
17th Airlift Squadron at Charleston
Air Force Base, S.C. "We got to
know them very well, and the pilots
were great about letting us visit the
cockpit," she said, noting that she
got to sit in the "best seat in the
house" behind the main pilot during
one of the landings.

The first stop on the European
leg of the tour was Ramstein Air
Force Base, where participants got
to sit in the cockpits of F-15 Eagle
and F-16 Fighting Falcon fighters
and climb aboard KC-135
Stratotankers, A-10 Thunderbolt
"Warthogs" and C-130 Hercules
troop transports.

From Ramstein it was on to
Forward Operating Base Eagle in
Tuzla, Bosnia-Herzegovina, for
what Garcia said was the most pro-
found and memorable leg of the
trip.

641st Special Warfare Unit.

Another four-hour C-17 plane
ride later, the JCOC group landed
in Baku, Azerbaijan, where they
observed the U.S. Navy SEAL
team from Little Creek Amphibious
Base, Va., participate in joint exer-
cises with the Azeri Army’s 641st
Special Warfare Naval Unit, head-
quartered at the Azeri Naval Station
outside Baku.

The final portion of the trip was
to Naval Air Station Rota in Rota,
Spain, a Naval facility shared joint-
ly with the U.S., for a day on the
aircraft carrier USS Enterprise, the
oldest nuclear-powered carrier in
the Navy’s fleet. Ms. Garcia said
the carrier was located about 50
miles offshore in the Atlantic
Ocean, so their "ride" out to the
carrier was on C-2 carrier onboard
delivery (COD) aircraft.

Once aboard the carrier, the
group toured the bridge, intelli-
gence center and combat direction
center. Then they got to have lunch
with the sailors, where Ms. Garcia
said she was amazed by their career
ambitions. "Both of the sailors I sat
with at lunch want to finish college.
One plans to start his own business
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and the other hopes to become a
police officer," she said. "I got
choked up with pride and admira-
tion for these young men who live
in such a confined space for
months at a time, yet have such a
great attitude about life."

After saying farewell to the
Enterprise crew, Ms. Garcia and
her teammates boarded their C-2
COD and got strapped in for the
catapult launch off the carrier.

"After a bizarre tailhook land-
ing, I was thinking the launch
would be just as bad or worse," she
said. "We were seated backward in
the plane, which meant we would
be lunged forward in the seat in the
two seconds it would take us to go
from zero to 120 mph." As the C-2
taxied out to the launch site, Ms.
Garcia said she practiced breathing
exercises to keep from fainting.

"Once we were in place and the
catapult was set, I heard the
engines rev to full throttle and I
knew this was it," she said. "I heard
the pilot say "Now!" and next I felt
like I was free-falling forward
instead of down. Then it was over,
and my first thought was, ‘I'm
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As a member of Gen. Lance
Lord’s Commander’s Group for Air
Force Space Command (AFSPC),
Garcia said she has had unique
opportunities to experience our
country’s space and missile capa-
bilities. However, JCOC provided a
whirlwind tour of various sites that
support the war on terror. "In retro-
spect, | have an entirely new appre-
ciation and respect for the capabili-
ties of all our armed forces," she
said.

"Without a doubt, the U.S. has
the most professional and best-
trained military to defend our free-
doms," she said. "Not a day goes
by now when I don’t think about
the men and women I met who are
serving our country so bravely.
They are truly an inspiration.

For more information and to
view additional photos of Garcia’s
JCOC experience, go to
wwiw.defenselink.mil/jcoc.





